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A group of life-size animal puppets is going on a long
trip from the middle of Africa all the way to the Arctic
Circle. This project is called The Herds.

The animal puppets include zebras, giraffes, monkeys,
baboons, and wildebeest. They are made from recycled
materials by artists in South Africa. As the puppets
travel, people in each city learn how to make their own
animals using examples sent by the team.

The Herds started in Kinshasa, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, with four days of events in a 
large garden. Then it went to Lagos, Nigeria, where thousands of people came to watch the shows.  In 
Dakar, Senegal, the puppets ran through busy streets and even joined an event in a fishing village. 
Local artists and over 60 puppeteers bring the animals to life during the performances.

The idea behind The Herds is to help people feel the importance of taking care of the planet. The 
project wants to show how climate change is affecting people and animals--not just by using facts, but 
by telling stories and showing emotions. The journey also connects to the struggles of people who are 
forced to leave their homes because of climate problems.

The puppets will continue to travel through Africa, then move into Europe, visiting cities like London 
and Paris. Their final stop will be in the Arctic Circle in August. Along the way, about 2,000 people will
be trained to help make the puppets and lead events, helping the message grow city by city.

Comprehension Questions:
1. The puppeteers will travel from Africa to Europe. What is a puppeteer?
a) A person who makes puppets move and perform.   b) A scientist who studies climate change.
c) A scientist who studies the behavior of puppets.   d) A person who builds animal homes.

2. The journey also connects to the struggles of people who are forced to leave their homes. What does 
"struggles" mean?
a) Exercises that make people strong b) The places where people live
c) Happy moments d) Difficulties and challenges

3. What is the main idea of the article?
a) A group of scientists is studying animals in Africa
b) A group of artists is selling recycled animal puppets.
c) A traveling puppet project is using art to share a message about climate change.
d) Animals are migrating from Africa to the Arctic because of climate change.
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4. Which of these statements is false?
a) The puppet trip started in Europe.
b) The puppets are made from recycled materials.
c) The puppets help people understand climate change in an emotional way.
d) Local artists help perform with the puppets.

5. Which is the correct order of places the puppets will visit?
a) Lagos → Arctic Circle → London → Kinshasa
b) Kinshasa → Lagos → London → Arctic Circle
c) London → Lagos → Kinshasa → Arctic Circle
d) Kinshasa → Lagos → Arctic Circle → London

6. How does the project connect to real-life problems?
a) It shows how animals will change into puppets.
b) It teaches people how to fish in villages.
c) It proves that puppets can solve climate change.
d) It relates to people who must leave their homes because of climate change.

7. What does the project want people to do after seeing the puppets?
a) Forget about climate change. b) Care more about protecting the planet.
c) Travel to the Arctic Circle themselves. d) Stop using recycled materials.

8. What is most likely a reason for starting the journey in Africa?
a) Africa has a lot of puppet artists b) The project wanted to avoid big cities
c) Africa is close to the Arctic d) Climate change is already affecting people there

9. Why do you think recycled materials were used to make the puppets?
a) To save time
b) To make them look colorful
c) To show a message about protecting the environment
d) Because the team ran out of money

10. What is the most likely reason the project ends in the Arctic Circle?
a) That’s where most people live
b) The Arctic is not affected by climate change
c) The Arctic is also experiencing big changes because of climate change
d) Several notable puppet factories are located there

Speaking and Writing Activities:
- Discuss these questions with a partner or a small group
- Choose one topic and write a response to it. Show your writing to a classmate or teacher.
1. What’s something creative or artistic that you’ve made before? How did it feel to create it?
2. What are some ways your community is affected by climate change, or could be in the future?
3. If you could visit Africa, where would you go and what would you like to see or do there?
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