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Claudia Sheinbaum is the President of Mexico. She is the
first woman and the first Jewish person to be elected to
this role. Before becoming president, she was the mayor of
Mexico City from 2018 to 2023. She won the 2024
presidential election by a large amount and started her six-
year term on October 1.

Sheinbaum is not only a politician but also a scientist. She
has studied energy and the environment for many years.
She grew up in Mexico City and studied physics at the National Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM). She continued her education there, earning a master’s degree and a doctorate in energy 
engineering. After finishing her studies, she became an engineering professor at UNAM in 1995.

Sheinbaum has been interested in politics since she was a student. She became involved in 
environmental policies in the early 2000s when she was appointed Mexico City’s environmental 
minister. In this role, she helped improve public transportation by introducing the Metrobus system and
overseeing the construction of new roads.

In 2018, Sheinbaum was elected mayor of Mexico City. As mayor, she focused on improving public 
transportation, expanding rainwater collection, and planting more trees. She also worked on waste 
management and tried to modernize the city’s subway system, but some accidents continued to happen.

In 2023, Sheinbaum stepped down as mayor to run for president. She believes in providing basic rights 
such as healthcare, education, and jobs for all citizens. One of her main goals is to reduce Mexico’s use 
of oil and gas for energy and instead invest in cleaner sources like solar and wind power.

Comprehension Questions: 
1. Which was NOT one of Claudia Sheinbaum's previous jobs?
a) Engineering professor. b) Environmental Minister.
c) Finance Minister. d) Mayor of Mexico City

What does Sheinbaum want?
a) More oil refineries. b) More solar panels and windmills.
c) Less education. d) Less public transportation.

3. Which of these statements is false?
a) Claudia Sheinbaum was the mayor of Mexico City before becoming president.
b) Claudia Sheinbaum has no experience in environmental policies.
c) Claudia Sheinbaum studied energy and the environment.
d) Claudia Sheinbaum is a scientist and a politician.
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4. Why did Sheinbaum leave her job as mayor in 2023?
a) She wanted to spend more time teaching. b) She decided to focus on studying energy.
c) She wanted to become president. d) She no longer wanted to work in politics.

5. What do we know about Sheinbaum’s leadership style?
a) She focuses on science and environmental policies.
b) She only cares about business and trade.
c) She does not like working with other people.
d) She does not care about education.

6. What challenge did Sheinbaum face as mayor of Mexico City?
a) She could not improve transportation at all.
b) She was unable to plant trees in the city.
c) She focused only on education and not on transportation
d) The subway system still had accidents, even though she tried to modernize it.

7. Which is the correct order of events?
a) Mayor of Mexico City → Environmental Minister → President of Mexico
b) Environmental Minister → Mayor of Mexico City → President of Mexico
c) President of Mexico → Mayor of Mexico City → Environmental Minister
d) Environmental Minister → President of Mexico → Archbishop of Guadalajara

8. What does the article show about Sheinbaum’s leadership?
a) She avoids making changes to public systems.
b) She focuses only on scientific research and not on politics.
c) She does not care about basic rights for citizens.
d) She is committed to improving public services.

9. How might Sheinbaum’s background in science influence her presidency?
a) She will ignore environmental issues.
b) She will not care about public transportation.
c) She will stop all energy projects in Mexico.
d) She will probably focus on data and research to make decisions.

10. How might Sheinbaum influence Mexico’s future?
a) She will likely push for cleaner energy and improved public services.
b) She will likely focus on traditional energy sources like oil and gas.
c) She will ignore environmental and social issues.
d) She will stop all public transportation projects.

Speaking and Writing Activities:
- Discuss these questions with a partner or a small group.
- Choose one topic and write a response to it. Show your writing to a classmate or teacher.
1. Do you think scientists make good leaders? Why or why not?
2. What is the public transportation like in your city? How could it be improved?
3. Does your country have any female leaders? Describe them.
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