Cleaning Up Florida's Underwater Tire Mess
June 8, 2023

In the 1970s, people thought they had a good idea to help fish in the ocean off Florida, USA. They
dumped old car tires between two coral reefs, hoping to make a new home for fish. The exact number
of tires thrown is unknown, but some guess it could be up to two million.

The problem is, the plan didn't work. Fish didn't like the tires. Instead of creating a home for marine
life, the tires covered up an existing reef, so almost nothing could grow there. When the ropes holding
the tires together broke, the tires got picked up by the water currents and damaged other natural reefs.
What was meant to be a fish paradise turned into a huge environmental mess.

Since 2007, people have been trying to clean up the mess. They have pulled out hundreds of thousands
of tires so far. But as they remove more tires, the job gets harder and more expensive. Many tires are
partially or fully buried in the sand, which makes them heavy to pull out. Special equipment is needed
to get some of the tires out, and that costs more money.

Now the cleanup effort might be coming to an end. Officials are thinking about what to do next. A new
law asks for a report on the cleanup project and plans for restoring the reefs. The hope is that the next
artificial reef will be made of a more sustainable material, like concrete or 3D-printed materials, that
won't harm the environment.

Comprehension Questions:

1. The tires dumped into the ocean were originally intended to serve as:
a) A tourist attraction.

b) A seafood factory.

) A barrier against ocean currents.

d) A home for marine life.

2. Why didn't the plan of using tires as fish homes succeed?
a) The fish didn't like the tires.

b) The tires were picked up by the water currents.

c) The tires covered up an existing reef.

d) All of the above.

3. The word "dumped" in the context of this article means:
a) Sold. b) Discarded.

c) Cleaned. d) Recycled.

4. As more tires are removed, the cleanup process:
a) Becomes less expensive.

b) Gets easier.

c) Becomes more challenging and costly.

d) Is no longer necessary.
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5. Which of these statements is NOT true?

a) The cleanup project has already removed all the dumped tires from the ocean.
b) Some tires are buried in the sand, making them hard to remove.

c) Special equipment is needed to remove some tires.

d) The cleanup project has been ongoing since 2007.

6. Why is special equipment needed for the cleanup process?
a) To break the tires into smaller pieces.

b) To remove tires partially or fully buried in the sand.

c) To collect the tires floating on the water surface.

d) To transport the tires to the landfill.

7. The use of car tires as an artificial reef resulted in:
a) A thriving marine ecosystem.

b) An increase in fish population.

c) Severe environmental damage.

d) The creation of a new natural reef.

8. What does the term "sustainable material” in the article mean?
a) Materials that are explosive.

b) Materials that are easy to find.

c) Materials that are harmful to the environment.

d) Materials that won't damage the environment.

9. Based on the article, what is a potential disadvantage of artificial reefs?
a) They can create homes for fish.

b) They can cause damage to existing natural habitats.

c) They can improve marine biodiversity.

d) They can protect coastal areas from erosion.

10. What is the main idea of the article?

a) People in the 1970s dumped car tires into the ocean to create homes for fish.

b) Cleaning up car tires dumped into the ocean is expensive.

c) An attempt to create a fish habitat with tires caused severe environmental damage.
d) Florida has new laws to regulate the disposal of tires.

Speaking and Writing Activities:

- Discuss these questions with a partner or a small group.
- Choose one topic and write a response to it. Show your writing to a classmate or teacher.

1. Are there any environmental problems in your home country's bodies of water? How are they being
fixed?

2. What is Florida famous for? If you visited Florida, what would you see and do?

3. What are some things people can do to protect marine life?
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