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Google announced it will rename the Gulf of Mexico to
the Gulf of America in its Maps app for U.S. users. This
change follows an order from U.S. President Donald
Trump, who wants it renamed in all official U.S.
documents. The decision was part of several actions
Trump took during his first week in office.

Trump also announced another major renaming: Alaska’s
tallest mountain, Denali, will go back to its old name,
Mount McKinley. Trump said this change honors
President William McKinley, who helped make the U.S.
“very rich” during his time in office. Denali had been
renamed in 2015 by President Obama to recognize the
Indigenous people of Alaska, who have called it Denali for thousands of years.

Google explained that U.S. users of its Maps app will see the new names after official government 
updates. However, people in other countries will still see both names listed. The company said its goal 
is to reflect what is used in official sources.

Trump mentioned these name changes in his inauguration speech, saying they show America’s strength 
and greatness. He believes renaming the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of America will reflect the U.S. as 
the most powerful and respected country in the world.

Mexico’s president, Claudia Sheinbaum, reacted to Trump’s decision with humor. She added that, for 
Mexico and the rest of the world, the body of water will still be known as the Gulf of Mexico.

Comprehension Questions: 

1. What does Trump believe the renaming of the Gulf of Mexico will achieve?
a) Help U.S.-Mexico relations. b) Make the U.S. seem more powerful.
c) Preserve history. d) Support international tourism.

2. Why did Trump decide to rename Denali back to Mount McKinley?
a) To honor Indigenous people.
b) To follow Obama’s decision.
c) Because Google suggested it.
d) To recognize President McKinley’s contributions to U.S. wealth.

3. What will Google Maps show to U.S. users?
a) The new names only. b) Both the old and new names.
c) Only old names. d) No names.
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4. What can you guess about Trump’s view of past presidents like McKinley?
a) He does not respect them.
b) He thinks they made the U.S. strong.
c) He disagrees with their decisions.
d) He prefers modern leaders like Obama and Biden.

5. Why did Obama rename Mount McKinley to Denali in 2015?
a) To honor a president. b) To support tourism in Alaska.
c) To respect Indigenous heritage. d) To match Google’s maps.

6. How does Google respond to geographic name changes?
a) Google always chooses the most popular names.
b) Google changes names to match what other countries do.
c) Google only uses names from official government sources.
d) Google does not allow users to see old names.

7. How did Mexico’s president react to Trump’s decision?
a) She ignored it. b) She found it amusing.
c) She strongly opposed it. d) She agreed with it.

8. What could be a potential problem with changing names on Google Maps?
a) People might stop using Google Maps.
b) It might cause technical issues in the app.
c) It might create confusion for international users.
d) It will increase the app’s cost.

9. Why does Google keep both names for users outside the U.S.?
a) To avoid confusion outside the U.S. b) To support U.S. political goals.
c) To promote American culture. d) To reduce costs of updating maps.

10. What is the main idea of the article?
a) Trump wants to rename U.S. cities.
b) Google has stopped showing names in other languages.
c) Mexico changed the Gulf of Mexico's name.
d) Trump ordered changes to geographic names in the U.S.

Speaking and Writing Activities:
- Discuss these questions with a partner or a small group.
- Choose one topic and write a response to it. Show your writing to a classmate or teacher.

1. Do you think it is fair to change names that have been used for a long time? Why or why not?

2. What are some place names in your home country, and what do they mean?

3. Can you think of any other places in the world that have changed their names? Why did they 
change?
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