
Earthquakes Continue in
Santorini                February 2025

Santorini is one of Greece’s most famous islands, known
for its stunning white buildings with blue domes and
dramatic cliffs overlooking the Aegean Sea. It attracts
millions of tourists each year who come to enjoy its
beautiful beaches, charming villages, and unique history.

The island of Santorini has been hit by thousands of
earthquakes in the past week, making many residents
worried. About 75% of the island’s 15,000 people have
already evacuated after the strongest quake so far shook
the island. Many more smaller quakes continued the next day. Scientists are puzzled by this unusual 
pattern of earthquakes. Experts also don’t know if these tremors are leading up to something bigger. 
Some past large earthquakes have had warning shakes beforehand, but it’s unclear if that’s the case 
now.

Santorini sits on a volcanic chain, but these earthquakes don’t seem to be volcanic. A volcano on the 
island became active last summer, and in January, there was a sudden increase in small earthquakes. 
Since then, the shaking has gotten worse. Experts say the earthquakes come in pulses. When a stronger 
one happens, smaller ones follow for an hour or two before things calm down again.

Even though many people have left, some refuse to go. Extra police and military forces are on the 
island in case of a bigger emergency. Scientists are using computers to study past earthquakes from 
2002 and 2004 to see if they can predict what will happen next. However, no one knows for sure when 
the shaking will stop or if a bigger quake is coming.

Comprehension Questions: 
1. Why have most residents of Santorini left the island?
a) The government forced them to leave.
b) Scientists said a volcano would erupt soon.
c) They were afraid the earthquakes could become more dangerous.
d) Tourists stopped visiting, so they lost their jobs.

2. Why do tourists like to come to Santorini?
a) To enjoy skiing in the mountains. b) To see the volcanoes.
c) To learn about earthquakes. d) To enjoy its beaches and architecture.

3. What might be one reason why scientists are confused by these earthquakes?
a) The earthquakes are caused by human activity.
b) This is the first time earthquakes have happened on Santorini.
c) The earthquakes do not follow a usual pattern.
d) The earthquakes are only happening in the ocean.
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4. What do we know about the earthquakes on Santorini?
a) A major earthquake is definitely coming soon.
b) Scientists are unsure if bigger earthquakes will happen soon.
c) The earthquakes will stop within a week.
d) The earthquakes are part of a normal seasonal pattern.

5. Why are scientists studying past earthquakes from 2002 and 2004?
a) To understand if there is a pattern that can help them predict what will happen now.
b) To prove that earthquakes never happened on Santorini before.
c) To find out if the volcano on Santorini was active during those years.
d) To create an emergency evacuation plan for residents.

6. Which of these statements is false?
a) Santorini’s volcano became active last summer.
b) The earthquakes are following a clear pattern.
c) Some people have decided to stay on the island.
d) Scientists are using computers to study past earthquakes.

7. How do the earthquakes seem to happen?
a) A strong quake followed by smaller ones. b) They happen every day at the same time.
c) They only happen after the volcano erupts. d) They happened in January, then stopped.

8. Why might extra police and military be sent to the island?
a) To stop tourists from entering Santorini.
b) To investigate if the earthquakes are fake.
c) To arrest scientists who cannot predict the earthquakes.
d) To help evacuate people and respond to emergencies.

9. How do scientists hope computers will help them?
a) By analyzing past earthquakes to see if there is a pattern.
b) By stopping the earthquakes from happening.
c) By showing where the next earthquake will hit.
d) By keeping track of how many people have evacuated.

10. What is the main idea of the article?
a) Santorini’s tourism is increasing every year.
b) Scientists have discovered a new volcano on Santorini.
c) Santorini is experiencing unusual earthquakes, and experts are unsure what will happen next.
d) Extra police and military forces are on Santorini in case a big emergency happens.

Speaking and Writing Activities:
- Discuss these questions with a partner or a small group.
- Choose one topic and write a response to it. Show your writing to a classmate or teacher.
1. If you were in Santorini during the earthquakes, would you stay or leave? Why?
2. Have you ever experienced an earthquake or another natural disaster? What happened?
3. What are some famous things that visitors can see and do in Greece?
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